WORLD’S  LEADING  NUMISMATIC  SUPPLIER 


MERCHANDISER 


JUNE-JULY,  1963 


RACINE,  WISCONSIN 


VOL.  4,  NO.  3 


THE  QUIET  DIPLOMATS 


R.  S.  Yeoman 

When  we  read  the  daily  paper  it  is  obvious  that  our  relationship  with  other  nations 
of  the  world  is  in  terrible  shape.  Even  traditionally  friendly  nations  give  us  a  hard 
time  now  and  then.  All  these  annoyances  seem  to  come  from  the  heads  of  state, 
the  diplomats,  and  the  generals.  Sometimes  it  gets  positively  frightening. 

But  there  is  a  quiet,  spontaneous,  international  group  made  up  of  congenial  in¬ 
dividuals  who  constantly  intercommunicate  in  a  free  and  easy  fashion  year  in  and 
year  out.  The  informal  fraternity  I  refer  to  has  one  thing  in  common — numismatics. 
I  found,  soon  after  publication  of  the  first  edition  of  A  CATALOG  OF  MODERN 
WORLD  COINS  in  1957,  that  I  had  unexpectedly  and  spontaneously  become  a 
part  of  this  international  family  circle.  During  the  past  six  years  of  amiable  rela¬ 
tionships  with  numismatists  in  every  part  of  the  world,  I  have  come  to  understand 
how  close-linked  people  become  with  other  people  when  they  have  common  interests. 

During  the  past  few  months  I  have  received  many  friendly  letters  each  offering 
assistance  for  improvement  of  the  catalog.  Recently  a  letter  came  from  a  citizen  of 
the  Netherlands  giving  some  corrections  on  issue  dates.  A  Chinese  gentleman  in 
Singapore  included  the  new  one  cent  coin  and  wrote  “Please  make  no  attempt  to 
return  the  coin  to  me,  which  is  meant  for  your  keep."  A  Canadian  army  Major 
stationed  in  Saigon,  Viet  Nam,  writes  “I  miss  my  contacts  with  North  American 
numismatics.  The  director  of  the  National  Archives  has  personally  taken  me  to  sec 
the  few  public  and  private  collections  available."  I  have  had  continuous  correspond¬ 
ence  with  a  Danish  gentleman  now  living  in  Portugal,  who  has  something  to  say 
about  almost  every  coin-issuing  country.  United  Slates  Military  personnel  the  world 
over  write  me  about  new  issues  and  coin  values. 

For  several  years  a  Royal  Air  Force  officer  has  written  me  from  anywhere;  the 
last  place,  Singapore.  He  has  helped  immensely  with  correction  of  issue  dates  for 
hundreds  of  world  coins. 

A  West  German  in  Mannheim  and  another  German  in  East  Berlin  have  straight¬ 
ened  me  out  on  German  State  data,  and  a  collector  in  Latvia,  U.S.S.R.,  helps  me 
with  coins  of  Greece  and  Guatemala,  among  others,  and  writes  “Your  catalog  is 
extremely  rare  here  in  Latvia."  A  pen-pal  in  Haifa,  Israel,  has  been  a  constant  help 
and  recently  mentioned  that  the  local  numismatic  society  is  so  enthusiastic  that 
they  meet  every  week. 

I  could  go  on  and  on,  but  I’m  crowding  my  allotted  space.  I  would  like  to  underline 
my  gratitude  to  each  and  every  correspondent  whether  in  the  United  States,  of 
whom  there  are  hundreds,  or  in  far-away  lands.  They  have  all  added  to  the  use¬ 
fulness  of  the  Catalog,  and  I  have  gained  a  personal  feeling  of  pride  to  be  a 
member  of  such  a  far-flung  society. 

Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  if  international  diplomacy  were  placed  in  die  hands 
of  the  numismatists? 


G( 


coman 
Vice-President  and 
General  Manager 
Coin  Supply  Division 


LATEST  INFORMATION  ON 
CANADIAN  MINT  SETS 


In  a  recent  communication  from  N.  A. 
Parker,  Mint  Master  of  the  Royal  Mint 
in  Ottawa,  we  have  been  advised  that 
Canadian  proof-like  mint  sets  should  be 
ordered  in  the  following  manner: 

All  future  orders  should  be  sent  to  the 
following  new  address:  Coins  Uncircu¬ 
lated,  P.  O.  Box  470,  Ottawa  2,  Ontario. 
Coins  should  be  ordered  as  follows:  One 
set  of  uncirculated  coins,  $3.00;  two  sets, 
$6.00;  five  sets,  $15.00;  additional  sets  in 
multiples  of  five  at  $3.00  each.  Single  un¬ 
circulated  silver  dollars  may  be  ordered 
as  follows:  two  silver  dollars,  $2.50;  ten 
silver  dollars,  $12.50;  additional  quanti¬ 
ties  in  multiples  of  ten  at  $1.25  each. 

Orders  will  be  accepted  each  year 
commencing  January  1  and  ending 
October  31.  Quantities  arc  limited  to 
fifty  sets  and/or  fifty  silver  dollars  per 
person.  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by 
remittance  in  the  form  of  a  money  order, 
bank  draft,  or  certified  check  payable  in 
Canadian  funds  to  the  Receiver  General 
of  Canada. 


YOUR  CALENDAR 

“A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  UNITED 
STA  TES  COINS,”  17th  Edition,  by 
R.  S.  Yeoman — Will  be  released  July 
i. 

“A  HANDBOOK  OF  UNITED 
STATES  COINS,"  21st  Edition,  by 
R.  S.  Yeoman — Will  be  ready  for  de¬ 
livery  October  1. 

“A  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF 
CANADIAN  COINS,  TOKENS 
AND  PAPER  MONEY,”  1 2th  Edi¬ 
tion,  by  J.  E.  Charlton — Will  be  re¬ 
leased  August  1 . 

Bookshelf  Album  for  Queen  Victoria 
Type  coins — Slated  for  July  release. 


1963  SURVEY  CONCERNING 
THE  REDBOOK 

The  object  of  this  year’s  survey  was  to  determine  the  attitude  of  coin 
collectors  toward  the  1963  16th  edition  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  U.  S.  COINS 
by  R.  S.  Yeoman,  and  what  they  would  like  to  have  included  or  taken  out 
of  the  Red  Book. 

The  results  of  the  survey  clearly  indicates  that  the  majority  of  those  con¬ 
tacted  by  the  survey  were  greatly  in  favor  of  the  changes  made  in  the  16th 
edition  of  the  Red  Book.  These  changes  included  a  grading  guide,  more 
grading  columns,  moving  of  the  mintage  figures  from  the  back  of  the 
book  to  their  respective  places  alongside  the  year  of  issue  and  the  alpha¬ 
betical  arrangement  of  the  commemorative  section.  They  expressed  their 
opinion  on  what  they  thought  should  be  added  to  the  17th  edition  Red 
Book  such  as  more  grading  information,  more  information  on  a  particular 
coin  or  coin  scries,  recent  finds  of  mint  errors,  minor  varieties  and  more 
grade  columns  for  pricing.  Others  gave  their  opinions  on  what  to  take  out 
of  the  17th  edition  Red  Book.  These  included  freaks,  mint  errors,  double 
dates,  microscopic  mintmarks,  minor  varieties  and  others. 

The  questionnaire  consisted  of  five  questions  concerning  the  16th  edition 
of  the  Red  Book  and  two  listings  of  items  to  be  voted  on,  one  for  inclusion 
of  items  in  the  17th  edition  Red  Book  and  the  other  listing  of  items  for 
exclusion  from  the  same  edition.  Additional  space  was  provided  for  com¬ 
ments  and  suggestions. 

Thirty-five  hundred  questionnaires  were  sent  out  to  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Of  this  number,  approximately  one  thousand  were  returned,  or 
about  twenty-nine  per  cent.  The  survey  was  closed  on  March  27,  1963.  Sev¬ 
eral  letters  and  short  notes  accompanied  the  returns  and  many  who  filled 
out  the  questionnaires  had  short  notes  on  the  back  of  them.  Some  ques¬ 
tions  were  not  answered  on  a  few  of  these  returned. 

The  only  action  to  be  taken  as  a  result  of  the  survey  is  that  the  1892 
micro  o  half  dollar  listing  will  be  removed  from  the  Red  Book.  None  of  the 
coins  mentioned  in  the  survey  as  possible  candidates  for  new  listings  in  the 
book  will  be  added.  These  coins  included  such  items  as  the  1942  D  over 
horizontal  D  nickel,  1905  O  dimes  with  large  and  small  mint  mark,  and 
1939  nickel  with  doubled  reverse  die.  Apparently  there  is  not  enough  in¬ 
terest  in  these  items  to  warrant  their  inclusion. 

Other  answers  in  the  questionnaire  gave  us  a  feeling  of  pride  in  the  fact 
that  an  overwhelming  majority  of  users  of  the  book  consider  it  to  be  the 
best  in  the  field  and  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  it. 

Over  80  per  cent  of  the  people  answering  purchase  a  new  book  each  year. 
1 1  per  cent  of  them  buy  it  every  other  year  and  the  rest  less  frequently.  Some 
stated  that  they  bought  more  than  one  copy  a  year. 

The  replies  were  almost  unanimous  in  lauding  the  changes  made  in  the 
16th  edition. 


changing  field,  and  new  facts  seem  to 
come  to  light  every  day.  One  of  the 
duties  of  the  GUIDE  BOOK  is  to  bring 
all  of  these  facts  to  the  attention  of  col¬ 
lectors  by  incorporating  them  in  easy-to- 
use  book  form.  The  wealth  of  informa¬ 
tion  that  is  packed  into  the  GUIDE 
BOOK  seems  to  answer  about  95  per 
cent  of  the  general  questions  that  a  col¬ 
lector  wants  to  know  about  his  United 
States  coins.  It  is,  in  effect,  a  condensa¬ 
tion  of  approximately  fifty  eleborate 
reference  Ixxsks  containing  all  known 
information  about  United  States  coins. 

The  major  portion  of  the  Red  Book 
that  appeals  to  collectors,  of  course,  is 
the  list  of  current  prices.  This  year  nearly 
every  price  has  been  changed  with  the 
exception  of  the  Barber  series  of  dimes, 
quarters  and  half  dollars,  which  seems  to 
be  very  inactive  at  this  time.  Most  of  the 
prices  arc  up.  However,  a  few  coins  have 
gone  down  in  value. 

Among  the  more  drastic  price  reduc¬ 
tions  were  the  New  Orleans  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  in  the  1900’s.  The  shock  of  the 
reduction  in  price  on  the  1903  O  dollar 
from  $1,500  to  $30  is  one  which  should 
long  be  remembered.  It  points  up  the 
fact  that  the  value  of  coins  is  strictly 
based  on  supply  and  demand,  and  there 
is  no  set  of  rules  that  states  coin  prices 
always  have  to  go  up.  This  is  what  makes 
the  hobby  so  interesting. 

Among  the  coins  that  took  a  sharp  rise 
in  price,  the  early  proof  gold  pieces 
showed  die  greatest  advance,  some  of 
them  increasing  in  value  by  as  much  as 
$2,000.  Key  coins  of  every  series  in  un¬ 
circulated  and  proof  condition  show 
sharp  rises,  and  a  few  sleepers  like  the 
1926  D  nickel,  1933  and  1933  D  cents, 
and  the  1925  D  dime  all  made  substan¬ 
tial  gains. 

As  mentioned  in  another  article,  the 
coin  collectors’  survey  this  year  indicated 
that  most  collectors  are  quite  satisfied 
with  the  GUIDE  BOOK  in  its  present 


GUIDE  BOOK  NOW  IN 
SEVENTEENTH  PRINTING 


The  17th  edition  of  the  GUIDE 
BOOK  OF  U.  S.  COINS  by  R.  S.  Yeo¬ 
man  is  now  being  printed,  and  by  the 
time  you  receive  this  Merchandiser  the 
final  operations  of  wrapping  and  packing 
will  be  in  process.  This  year  there  have 
not  been  as  many  major  revisions  as  in 
the  past  edition,  but  several  typographi¬ 
cal  errors  have  been  corrected  and  the 
entire  text  has  been  reviewed  for  the 
general  house-cleaning  of  minor  errata 
that  always  pop  up  in  such  an  enormous 
work. 

The  science  of  numismatics  is  an  ever- 


form,  and,  therefore,  very  few  changes 
were  made  as  a  result  of  this  survey.  The 
GUIDE  BOOK  is,  after  all,  meant  for 
the  convenience  of  collectors  in  deter¬ 
mining  the  value  of  United  States  coins 
which  are  most  actively  bought  and  sold, 
and,  therefore,  certain  coins  which  arc 
abnormal  to  the  regular  United  States 
series  arc  occasionally  included  in  the 
GUIDE  BOOK.  The  three  legged  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel,  1945  micro  s  dime  and  the 
1955  double  date  cent  are  coins  which 
fall  into  the  category.  The  editors  of  the 
GUIDE  BOOK  feel  that  it  is  up  to  the 


collecting  public  io  state  what  varieties 
should  be  included  for  maximum  con¬ 
venience  in  using  this  book.  This  year 
several  suggestions  were  made  for  new 
additions,  but  each  of  them  was  voted 
down.  The  1 892  micro  o  half  dollar  has 
been  removed  from  the  17  th  edition 
GUIDE  BOOK  because  collectors  show 
a  lack  of  interest  in  this  coin. 

WHITMAN  advertising  concerning 
the  17th  edition  of  the  GUIDE  BOOK 
will  appear  in  all  of  the  leading  numis¬ 
matic  magazines.  A  supply  of  leaflets 
describing  the  GUIDE  BOOK  will  be 


mailed  to  jobbers  for  distribution  to  pro¬ 
mote  this  new  edition.  Brilliant  an¬ 
nouncement  window  streamers  and 
counter  cards  will  be  packed  in  every 
carton  with  the  initial  shipments  of  these 
new  books. 

All  of  the  information  that  we  have 
points  to  the  fact  that  this  will  be  a 
record  year  for  sales  of  the  GUIDE 
BOOK,  so  don’t  be  caught  short  by  not 
ordering  enough  of  these  books  to  take 
care  of  the  great  interest  that  will  be 
shown  in  your  area  when  the  book  is 
released  on  July  1. 


COIN  ALBUMS  TO 
MEET  NEW  DEMANDS 


Coin  collectors’  trends  are  forever 
changing,  and  one  of  our  tasks  is  to  keep 
up  with  this  market  by  producing  albums 
which  we  feel  will  be  popular.  In  the 
past  few  months  a  great  upsurge  has  been 
noted  in  the  Morgan  Type  Silver  Dol¬ 
lars.  This  was  probably  brought  about  by 


the  government’s  release  of  thousands  of 
silver  dollars  which  were  heretofore  very 
scarce.  Collectors  are  now  trying  to  com¬ 
plete  their  sets,  and  you  no  doubt  have 
noticed  an  increase  in  popularity  of  the 
silver  dollar  sized  coin  tubes  and  plastic 
holders. 

To  meet  this  need,  four  new  silver 
dollar  albums  have  just  been  introduced 
to  the  line.  These  arc  All-In-One  folders 
and  are  grouped  as  follows: 

9211  Dollars  1878-1885 

9212  Dollars  1886-1894 

9213  Dollars  1895-1921 

9214  Dollars  1921-1935 

A  new  Bookshelf  album  has  recently 
been  added  covering  Mexican  type  coins 
of  the  Twentieth  Century.  This  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  last  Merchandiser  and,  as 
wc  predicted,  has  been  very  successful.  In 
the  very  near  future  a  similar  Bookshelf 


album  covering  British  type  coins  of 
Queen  Victoria  will  be  released. 

We  are  also  pleased  to  announce  the 
release  of  a  new  35^  coin  album  which 
will  undoubtedly  become  one  of  the 
principal  albums  in  our  line. 

The  Lincoln  Memorial  cent  folder, 
No.  9000,  is  designed  to  hold  a  collection 
of  the  common  cents  found  in  circulation 
starting  with  1959  when  the  reverse  of 
the  Lincoln  cent  was  changed  to  its 
present  type.  Future  generations  of  col¬ 
lectors  will  consider  tins  series  to  be  just 
as  important  as  today's  collectors  find  the 
older  scries  of  Lincoln  cents. 

Collectors  will  be  quick  to  realize  that 
now  is  the  time  to  begin  saving  these  Lin¬ 
coln  cents  while  they  are  available.  This 
new  folder  in  one  sense  parallels  the 
original  WHITMAN  coin  board  that 
started  so  many  people  saving  coins.  Col¬ 
lectors  know  that  the  once  common  coins 
which  were  saved  ten  or  twenty  years 
ago  are  very  difficult  to  locate  today. 
New  collectors  will  find  this  folder  to  be 
the  ideal  starting  point  of  their  collection. 


COUNTER  DISPLAY  FEATURES  PLASTIC  COIN  BOX 


'Hie  newest  sales  aid  from  WHIT¬ 
MAN  is  an  experimental  red,  w’hite,  and 
blue  counter  display  unit  promoting  the 
plastic  coin  box  and  individual  plastic 
coin  holders. 

The  new  displaycr  stands  13  inches 
high.  23  inches  wide  and  8  inches  deep. 
It  is  designed  to  hold  a  stock  of  ten  plas¬ 
tic  coin  boxes  or  12  boxes  of  2 "  by  2" 
plastic  holders  in  the  back.  This  unit  is 
easily  assembled  by  following  the  printed 
instructions.  A  plastic  coin  holder  with  a 
now  Lincoln  cent  is  already  attached  to 
the  displaycr.  The  proof  set  holder,  plas¬ 
tic  coin  box  and  cover  can  be  simply  in¬ 
serted  in  the  die  cut  slots. 

The  assembled  unit  is  not  only  attrac¬ 
tive  for  its  color  impact,  but  the  3-D 
effect  of  having  actual  merchandise  at¬ 
tached  gives  a  dramatic  picture  of  these 
products  and  how  they  are  used. 

The  pur|>ose  of  the  display  is  to  re¬ 
mind  collectors  that  both  the  plastic  2" 


by  2 "  holders  and  the  2 "  by  6"  proof  set 
holders  can  be  neatly  stored  in  these  new 
WHITMAN  coin  boxes.  Once  the  col¬ 
lector  secs  these  actual  products,  he  will 
sell  himself  on  the  advisability  of  buying 
the  very  best  products  for  his  collection. 

The  coin  box  counter  display  unit  will 
be  distributed  without  charge  to  all  job¬ 
ber  outlets.  These  may  be  ordered  by 


simply  requesting  an  appropriate  amount 
along  with  your  next  order.  Displayers 
will  be  shipped  to  jobbers  packed  ten  to 
a  carton.  Dealers  may  obtain  the  units 
through  their  usual  jobber  source.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  high  cost  of  manufacturing 
these  displayers  wc  ask  that  you  request 
only  the  actual  number  which  you  intend 
to  use. 


NUMISMATIC  NEWS  STAFF  VISITS  WHITMAN 


After  a  long  absence  of  two  years,  the 
staff  of  the  Numismatic  News  made  the 
journey  down  to  Racine  from  their  home 
in  Iola,  Wisconsin,  and  had  a  look 
around  the  WHITMAN  plant  and  of¬ 
fice.  The  Numismatic  News  is  a  widely 
read  and  highly  respected  semi-monthly 
publication  entirely  devoted  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  coin  collectors. 

The  trip  was  more  than  just  a  social 
call.  Chester  Krause,  the  publisher  of  the 
Numismatic  News,  is  this  year’s  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
(N.O.W.),  and  he  had  wanted  to  take  a 
close  look  at  the  arrangements  that  were 
being  made  for  the  Second  Annual  Coin 
Collectors’  Convention  scheduled  for 
May  10-12  in  Racine.  This  convention 
is  also  co-sponsored  by  the  Racine  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  which  has  Ken  Brcss- 
ett  as  its  President  again  this  year. 

Among  the  purposes  for  their  visit 
were  to  acquaint  their  new  staff  members 
with  “The  World’s  Largest  Numismatic 
Supplier”,  and  this  they  had  a  good 
chance  to  do.  Under  the  expert  guidance 
of  R.  S.  Yeoman  and  Ed  Metzger,  the 
visitors  were  shown  much  of  the  operat¬ 
ing  heart  of  WHITMAN.  The  photo 
shows  the  party  viewing  the  WHIT¬ 
MAN  shipping  line  of  books  and  games. 
From  left  to  right,  they  are:  Gerald  E. 
Johnson,  Ed  Metzger  of  WHITMAN, 
Herman  Porcaro  (Foreman  of  the  Ship¬ 
ping  Department  of  WHITMAN),  R.  S. 
Yeoman  of  WHITMAN,  Stephen  C. 
Maresch,  Clifford  Mishler,  William  T. 
Jensen,  and  Chet  Krause. 

One  of  the  more  well-known  new¬ 
comers  to  the  staff  of  the  Numismatic 
News  is  Clifford  Mishler,  formerly  of 
Vandalia,  Michigan.  Cliff  is  widely 
known  as  an  expert  on  tokens  and  med¬ 
als.  He  published  the  United  States  and 
Canadian  Commemorative  Medals  and 
Token  Guide  for  five  years.  He  also  ini¬ 


tiated  the  Historical  Artistry  Series  of 
medals. 

The  tour  began  with  a  stop  at  the 
Press  Platemaking  Department.  Here  the 
original  work  is  received  and  plates  made. 
Much  of  this  is  accomplished  through 
photographic  means.  From  there,  the 
group  went  to  the  Offset  Pressroom.  Here 
the  various  one,  two,  four,  and  five  color 
sheet-fed  presses  were  observed  in  action. 
The  tour  next  stopped  at  the  Bindery.  A 
variety  of  activities  were  noted  here-  -the 
stitching  machines,  case-making  ma¬ 
chines,  various  casing-in  machines,  the 
automatic  combination  inserter-stitcher- 
trimmer,  and  others.  The  Folding  De¬ 
partment  was  next:  here  the  visitors 
caught  a  glimpse  of  the  processes  of  fold¬ 
ing  completed  press-sheets  to  their  prop¬ 
er  sizes  for  use  in  books.  The  Playing 
Card  Department  should  have  Been  next, 
but  here  our  visitors  ran  into  some  bad 
luck,  as  it  was  closed  for  the  day.  They 
wouid  have  seen  some,  very  interesting 
processes  in  the  manufacture  of  playing 


cards,  principally  the  slitting  and  die¬ 
cutting  machines  which  were  made  here 
at  Western  by  our  own  staff.  The  last 
stop  of  the  tour  of  the  main  plant  was 
the  Harris-Cottrell  Press.  This  is  a  gigan¬ 
tic  press  costing  close  to  one  million  dol¬ 
lars.  It  is  a  high-speed  efficient  press 
which  can  turn  out  work  at  the  rate  of 
1 8,000  or  more  impressions  per  hour.  It 
is  the  largest  web  offset  press  in  the  state 
of  Wisconsin.  It  was  just  starting  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  run  as  our  visitors  arrived. 

The  group  then  proceeded  to  Plant 
7  to  view  the  WHITMAN  shipping  fa¬ 
cilities.  The  tour  of  this  plant  was  per¬ 
sonally  supervised  by  Herman  Porcaro, 
Foreman  of  the  Shipping  Department. 
The  point  of  most  interest  to  the  party 
was,  of  course,  the  WHITMAN  coin 
supply  packing  and  shipping  of  orders. 
This  is  accomplished  by  means  of  long 
conveyor  belts  which  ultimately  lead  to 
the  truck  dock.  Here  the  packages  are 
mechanically  directed  to  vehicles  which 
will  take  them  to  their  destinations. 
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